Dear Sir,

I am writing to draw your attention to a matter which poses a serious threat to our Nation’s biosecurity. The issue is that of avian genetic material being illegally imported into Australia. At risk are our many unique species of native birdlife, as well as significant primary domestic industries. A re-examination of the restrictions on legal avenues for importation of birds and fertile eggs is long overdue.

Amateur aviculturists, through their observations, experience, and breeding programmes, make great contribution to scientific research and conservation efforts. This inspires many to seek new, ‘unknown’ species or colour mutations to study. Some will pay considerable sums of money for rare stock. 
The problem is that there are no import condition protocols in place for most avian species. This means that there is no legal, controlled procedure for the importation of most species of birds, or fertile eggs.

There are those who would take advantage of this situation, and there is little doubt that smuggling is occurring. Despite lengthy and comprehensive investigations, authorities have not had much success in prosecuting those responsible.

Some exotic species are under threat in their native habitat. Off-shore captive breeding programmes are crucial to conservation efforts. Australia is in a prime situation to act as a ‘Noah’s Ark’ for captive breeding colonies, due to our geographical situation and disease-free status. Many Australian aviculturists feel they are unreasonably prohibited from contributing their specialised skills to act as global citizens.
A quarantine process would ensure that birds imported into Australia are healthy and disease-free. We must provide a safer, legal alternative, thus removing the incentive to participate in illegal activity. 

A number of avian diseases could be introduced to Australia by smuggled eggs or birds, which have the potential to decimate our native bird populations. Smuggled birds or eggs are unlikely to receive any testing for pathogens, or even observation for clinical signs of infection. Native birds are frequent visitors to most aviary gardens, so the potential exists for a disease to transfer from captive to wild populations. What value can we put on our natural heritage?

The success of existing programs for importation of fertile poultry eggs stands as an example of the potential for a suitable quarantine process. The industry remains susceptible to diseases carried by other avian species smuggled into the country.

The quarantine protocols for non-poultry species have not been examined in the light of advances in knowledge of disease agents, isolation methods or of rearing methods.

The threat of smuggling continues in the absence of a fresh consideration of the current possibilities for legal avenues of importation of live birds and eggs.
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